Rifleman Sidney Tilbury

S/13402 3™ Battalion Rifle Brigade

James Tilbury and Fanny Kercher were married in 1873 in the Whitchurch registration district. Sidney
was born in 1883 and baptised in Overton on the 27" of May 1883. In the 1891 census he was 8 years
old and living with his father James, a farm labourer, and mother Fanny at 41, Waltham Lane,
Overton. The 1901 census lists Sidney John Tilbury, age 18 and born in Overton being with the
Provisional Battalion and Imperial Yeomanry at Aldershot, Hampshire.

Sidney enlisted with the Rifle Brigade on the 12" July 1915 at Basingstoke and his regimental number
is given as S/13402. On his Medical History Sheet he was noted as being 5 feet 4 % inches tall and
his physical development was good.

Sidney died during the Battle of the Somme. The War Diary for the 3" Battalion records the Rifle
Brigade being at Bois de Taille on 1% August 1916 moving to Sandpits South of Albert. On the 8"
they moved to Craters, North of Carnoy and on the 17" to the Guillemont Front. On the 18™ they

received orders to attack two lines of enemy trenches on this front. From 18-21* August 1916 they

were at Guillemont where 61 Other Ranks, presumably including Sidney, were recorded as killed and
198 wounded.
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Sidney’s name is recorded on the memorial at Thiepval to those killed on the Somme with no known
grave, reference Pier and Face 16B & 16C.

The photographs at Thiepval were taken in 2016, the 100™ anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.
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Sidney’s medal record notes him as serving in France from 29" September 1915

with medals awarded the Victory, British and 15 Star.
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