2nd Lieutenant Harold Edward Voelcker

6th Battalion South Lancashire Regiment FWR Prince of Wales Volunteers

Harold Voelcker was born in Kensington, London, son of Dr. John and Mrs. Alice VVoelcker. At the
time of the 1911 census he was at school, aged 16.

He was educated at Rugby School and Christ's College, Cambridge.

2" Lieut. Harold Edward Voelcker first served in the Gallipoli campaign, entering that theatre of war
on 2" July 1915. His probate record states he was serving as a 2™ Lieut. 6th Service Bn. of the South
Lancashire Regt. attached 7" Service Bn. South Lancashire Regt. when he died on 20" July 1916
during the Battle of the Somme aged 22.

The War diary for the 7" Bn. South Lancashire Regiment for 1% July shows them in trenches NW of
Albert and marching across the railway at Mamont bridge then the river Ancre and arriving at the
Tara— Usna line. The description at 9.15 am illustrates the scene of massed poppies, a lark ascending
and the well-known statue of the Virgin Mother on the spire of the Basilica in Albert.
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The golden statue of the
Madonna holding aloft her child
was visible from far away and
provided an excellent target for
enemy artillery. It was damaged
in January 1915, when the statue
was knocked sideways where the
French secured it, leaning at an
angle.

A superstition grew up that
whoever occupied Albert when
the statue finally fell would win
the war. Albert passed from
French to British control with
the Germans taking it during the
Spring Offensive in 1918. As the
British were well aware that the
tower was an excellent
observation post, they
deliberately targeted it and the
statue finally fell.

The town, Basilica and statue
were subsequently rebuilt and
the golden Madonna,
photographed 100 years later,
now looks out from the spire as
she did in 1916.

Early on 2" July 1916 the 7" Battalion South Lancashire Regiment moved to the railway cutting SW
of Albert.

The record of events and fighting between 3™ and 9" July appears to be missing.
10™ to 19" July 1916 records that the 7™ Battalion

‘rested in bivouac on the outskirts of Henencourt Wood. Tents were provided for the Officers and a
number of tarpaulins and shelters for the men. There was very little rain during the period but the
weather was dull and often cold. Everyone obtained an excellent rest. Training was carried out in
physical exercises, bayonet fighting, bomb throwing and Lewis gun instruction.

The diary entries for 20" to 29™ are in appendices, not with the main diary, so what happened on 20"
July when Harold was killed has not been located.

His parents’ address on his CWGC certificate is given as 20 Upper Phillimore Gardens, Kensington,
London. His connection with Overton was through the Bevir family, as reported in the Hants and
Berks Gazette on Saturday August 5 1916:

‘Officers killed in action. Lieut. Raymond Bevir and Lieut. Harold Voelcker......Son of Dr. and Mrs.
Voelcker of London who shared with Lieut. Bevir the fishing box at Hillside, Overton.’



2" Liet. Harold Voelcker is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial reference Pier and Face 7A &
7B as a soldier of the Battle of the Somme with no known grave.
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Medals awarded were the British, Victory and 15 Star.
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